i. ‘NOBODY’ ESCAPES FROM THE CYCLOPS 


As soon as the tiresome ten years’ war was over, after 
destroying Troy, and plundering and burning all the homes of the 
Trojans, King Menelaus sailed back home with his queen, Helen. 
Ulysses also set sail for home the same day. When all the war 
booty was packed and the ships were ready to leave, he told his 
homesick men; * You have fought waves after waves of Trojan 
men for ten years. Now fight the waves of the sea for ten days, 
and we shall be home.’ That was what he thought, but not what 
happened. In the event, his sailors never saw their homes and he 
got home all alone twenty years after he had left it. Why ? The 
answer to that question is our story, but it has a short answer 
as well. Some of the gods of Mount Olympus. were angry with 
Ulysses. That was the reason. 


The gods were watching the Trojan war like sports fans 
watching games. Some of those gods sympathized with the Greeks 
and some, with the Trojans. And what was worse, some gods had 

married humans and were relations of some of the heroes and 
iors. The gods on the side of the Trojans were particularly 
li as > ew Ulysses because it was he who had finally brought 
tt fall of Troy. It was he who had a huge wooden horse 

ea nd hid den soldiers carried into the city in the horse’s belly, 
it at midnight and open the gates to the Greek army. 

‘gods felt he had-outwitted them, not merely the 

1 ey were not going to forgive him easily for that. 
or Ne tune, the king of the ocean, was very displeased 
| Did he think he was going to get across the seas 
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Those men found the place safe. Indeed, they found it 


o safe and comfortable that they did not care to return to the ship 
‘nd report their findings to their leader. 

| When his men did not return for a whole day, Ulysses 
imself went on land with two others. Not far from the seashore, 

e saw his sailors sitting on the grass under a shady tree. They 
eld in their hands, bunches of a strange kind of flowers, \ hich 
yey were eating. ‘ What are you doing here ? ° Ulysses asked 
yem sharply. ‘ Nothing’, they replied gently. © Why did you not 
turn to the ship? ’ he asked. © Return ? what for ?’ they asked 
ack. ‘ Why ’, said Ulysses, © To go home of course *. But the 
jen did not show any interest. “ Home is so far away. Wives, 
hildren, work, — all are so pointless Come, sir’, one of the man 
nvited him ‘ Come and sit down. Eat some Jotoses. Then you 
vill know the peace and the beauty of life’, he said. © Lotoses !’ 
Jlysses exclaimed. Now he knew what had happened to his men. 
This was the island of the Lotos eaters !’ * He had heard of the 
lace and its deadly charms. The people of the island lived on 
heir special kind of Lotus or lotos. Those who ate it lost all 
nterest in doing anything. They ate the flower, and sut and 
lreamed all day long and every day until they dropped down dead.’ 


Ulysses told his companions to bind the dreamy sailors 
iand and foot and drag them back to his ship. They struggled as 
tard as they could, but the lotos had made them weak. When they 
‘aw themselves back into the ship, they tried to jump off into the 
ea and swim back. So strong was their desire for the flower ! 
Jlysses had them tied to their benches with ropes, until the 
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Early the next m soins 

- harbour with more ™ 
= ve ayia found mountain goats on the hills. They spent 
that day eating and drinking. They had enough wine in their ship, 
On the second day, Ulysses and twelve of his best MEN Set Out on 
a journey of exploration. They walked round the hills and found , 
no buildings. On the hillsides grazed flocks of sheep and lambs, 
They wondered where the shepherds were. At about midday they 
found themselves in front of a large opening in the side of a hill. I 
was the mouth of acave. The visitors went in. It was a very large 
cave. It had store rooms all along the wall. These rooms were full 
of every kind of dairy product, butter, cheese, yoghurt and 
whatever other things were made out of milk, stored in leather 
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Ulysses said. © Greek sailors!’ ‘Hahaha ha!’ the Cyclops) 
laughed. ‘ ‘ Zeus looks after us. He will be pleased if you give 
us shelter and food’. Ulysses went on to say. ‘ Zeus ’, shouted the: 
Cyclops, ‘ Who is Zeus ? What can he do to me 2 Lam 
| Polyphemus, the Cyclops ! I despise Zeus and hate Greeks’. As. 
| he roared out these words he stretched out his long elephant-trunk- 
| like arms, in which he caught two of Ulysses’ men. Before Ulysses 
knew what was happening, the giant had dashed their brains against 
the wall. He then ate the men up and drank gallons and gallons of 
fresh milk. That was his supper for that night. 


After this hearty ‘ Greek ’ meal, the giant closed his front 
door for the night. The door was nothing smaller than a rock that 
might have taken twenty horses to move. But the giant lifted it 
and closed the mouth of his cave with it as if it had been an empty 

cardboard box. He then stretched his huge bulky frame on the 
floor of the cave, and was soon snoring. The snoring was so loud 
that his human guests could not sleep the whole night. Ulysses 
drew his sword to slit the monster’sneck open and stop the 

But one of the men stopped him, pointing a finger at the 
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onster ’S stomach ? He had to think fast, or th 
Sie st ve | He looked round. He saw a thick long po 
in a corner. The Cyclops might have been using it as a cly 
Ulysses told his men to sharpen one end of the Pole with the 
swords and harden it in the heat of the fire that the giant had } 
burning in the fire place. Then he hid the pole among the logs ir 
far corner, after which he and his men helped themselves to t| 
meat and milk that the giant had stored in the cave, drank son 
wine they had brought, and had a good sleep. Since the Cyclo 
was going to eat them anyway, he was not likely to be angry wi 
them for eating and getting fat; they joked grimly. 


The Cyclops returned in the evening, closed his cave, ar 
ate two more men. Then Ulysses approached him with a cupful) 
wine and offered it to him with great respect. The giant drank 
and asked for more, and more, and still more; and Ulysses oblig 
him very hospitably. He was very pleased. © What is your nam 
Greek soldier ?” the giant asked. ‘I am called nobody ’ . Ulyss 
replied. ‘ Nobody, you are very good. I shall eat you last of a. 
so you will live longer than your friends,” he promised. He dra _ 
some more wine and sank on the floor, fast asleep. Ulysses at’ 
his men brought the club out from the corner, heated th 
sharpened end again, and then, plunged it deep into the monster 
single eye. The Cyclops roared in pain and called out for hel 
His neighbour Cyclopses arrived running to the mouth of the ca\ 
“ asked him what the matter was, ‘ Help ! Help ! He is blindit- 
me: Polyphemus roared. ‘ Who is blinding you 2?’ the othi 

Re ary ‘Nobody ’ Polyphemus replied, If nobod} 
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As the giant lay groaning in pain, Ulysses and his men 
silently planned their escape from the cave. After the giant had 
milked his ewes the next morning, the sailors yoked the sheep in 
three. Then each man strapped himself under the belly of the middle 
sheep in each row of three. Ulysses himself lay strapped under 
the last animal, a big ram. Polyphemus, although blind, pushed 
the rock off the mouth of the cave, gently told his sheep to go out, 

' and felt their backs as they passed out to make sure that no man 
was riding on them out of doors. He did not suspect that the Greeks 
might be hanging under their bellies, covered by their thick fleece! 
As soon.as they were out of the cave, the men unted the straps, 
got to their feet and drove the sheep off towards their ships. The 
Cyclops did not know what was happening until some time had 
passed. Then he ran towards the harbour, following the bleating 
of his sheep, shouting, ‘ My flock ! My flock !’ But the Greeks 
were already in their ship. When they had rowed some distance, 
Ulysses shouted mocking words at the giant, who heaved a huge 

' rock off a hill and hurled it in the direction of the ship ! The rock 

fell i in front of the ship and raised a wave so high that the ship was 

pushed back again towards the island. The men had to row hard 

again for all that their lives were worth. When the ship was at a 

safe distance once more, Ulysses ‘shouted out his seal name to 

-Polyphemus. ah ' Ulysses , the giant toared; “are you Ulysses, 

you puny little man * bg The $0¢ thesayer xr said Ulysses \ would come 

‘aa me. I thought Ulysses would be a a brave strong h hero. 


But if Ulysses had not done what he had done, he woul 
never have returned home. He would instead have ended UD as, 
Cyclops’s half a meal. - So, would such an unfair giant’s ClUrge 
have any effect ? Ulysses and his men did not thi nk it would have 
any serious effect. But then, did the goddess think so ? Posei dof 
was Neptune, the god of the sea and they were on the hi gh seas 


~ Questions 
1. When did Ulysses tie some of his men to their benches ? | 
Why did None of Polyphemus’s neighbours come to his aid when he 
cried out for help.? 
Why was Ulysses forbidden to kill the Cyclops when he was asleep ? 
How did Ulysses and his companions escape from the Cyclops’s cave? 
What was the Cyclops's parting message to Ulysses ? | 
What made Ulysses feel that Polyphemus’s curse would not work ? — 
What made Polyphemus sure that his curse would work ? 
What does the word ‘ Cyclops’ mean ? 
Which language does the word ‘ Cyclops * come from? ~ 
10. Why was Polyphemus disappointed to hear Ulysses’s true name ? 
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2. NOBODY ESCAPES THE CURSE 


The Cyclops’s curse did not seem to be working. Not far 
from the gaints; Ulysses and his men saw another island floating 
on the sea. It looked calm and beautiful. The sailors landed. The 
people who saw them landing welcomed them and showed them 
the way to their king’s palace. The king was even more friendly. 
His name was Aeolus. He wanted to hear all that they had to tell 
about the great war of Troy. Ulysses told him as much as there 
was time to tell every day. He and his men lived a whole month 
on the island. It was a comfortable and restful holiday. When 
they had had enough of it, they sought the king’s permission to go 
home. The king regarded Ulysses as a great hero and was very 
grateful to his guest for spending a whole month with him. He did 
what he could to make the sailors’ voyage home quicker and easier 
to make up for the time lost on his island. The king handed to 

‘Ulysses a bag made of bull’s hide. In that bag were shut up all the 
winds that might have been unfavourable to the sailors. Only a 
gentle westward wind was left out to speed the ship home to Ithaca. 
The neck of the bag was tightly closed, tied up with a silver cord. _ 
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a apes dee his sailors had been wondering what the bag con- 
tained. When they were sure that their leader was not going to be 
easily woken up, they began whispering among themselves, ask- 
ing each other what might be in the bag. They were Sure it was 
some kind of precious treasure, which Ulysses was keeping for 
himself. Overcome by curiosity, and by greed, they quitetly took » 
the bag off Ulysses’s shoulder. The bag was as light as air! Then, 
they thought, the treasure must be all the more precious ! They 
tried to untie the silver cord. The knot would not easily untie. A 
little air escaped from the bag. A wind began to blow. Someone 
said the wind might wake up Ulysses. If it did, they would not see 
the inside of the bag. That would be intolerable ! Someone drew 
his sword and cut the silver cord. Suddenly a violent storm burst 

on the ship from nowhere and threw the men on the deck. 


Ulysses wokeup startled. He woke up too late. His ship 
was in a storm and home was no longer anywhere near. He looked 
for the leather bag. It lay on the deck limp and flat. He guessed 
what had happened. The moment the cord wag cut, all the wild 
winds had rushed out. They blew into a full scale storm and 
whipped the ship far out on the sea. They tossed it about here and 
there, day after day, and night after night. Finally they flung it 
on an island of high hills Tising from a low beach. The sailors 
landed and fell on the sand, utterly exhausted, They lay there for 
two whole days, interested in nothing: i 


On the third day, Ulysses got up, walked up the s ep ) 

Slope that rose from the beach and looked around. It 
Was an island of fields and woods. In the middle of the 
forest, at a distance, the men saw smoke rising a Sethe 
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the trees. They decided to explore the place, Ulysses divided his 
men into two groups and tossed two pebbles in a helmet to decide 
which group was to set out on the expedition. It was the turn of 
the second group to go. They left under the leadership of the 
second-in-command. Both groups were very anxious and fearful, 
remembering what had happened on the island of the Cyclopses. 
Walking towards the smoke the explorers arrived at a clearing in a 
forest. In the middle of the clearing stood a fine looking house 
with gardens and open fields. In the front garden sat a woman 
who looked like a goddess. All round her were lions, wolves, 
dear, lambs and wild boars moving around gently. The lions were 
as tame as the lambs. So were the wolves and boars. 


Now the sailors were sure that the woman was a goddess 
or at least a nymph. When she saw the strangers, she welcomed 
them most heartily and invited them to a feast, which she said she 
was celebrating. All the men sat down to the feast without a 
thought. They were hungry and thirsty, and had no thought in 
their heads except those of good food and good drinks. Their leader 
however felt that there was something wrong somewhere about 
. the goddess’s manner. He did not accept the invitation, saying he 
was waiting for a companion. The nymph served the men the 
__ tastiest foods and drinks they had ever had. When the feasting 


was over, she touched each one of them with a wand saying, 
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nying to his favourite goddess agar to guide him on his ae 
cue mission. Athene sent Hermes, the messenger of the Bods 
down to him. Hermes appeared before him in the forest and Warned 
him of the danger of going to the witch's house. ‘ This js the 
island of Isiae’, he said, © It belongs to Circe, daughter of the sun, 
She amuses herself, turning men into beasts. No man Can resist 
her temptation’. Ulysses, however, was determined to go and 
ask her to return his men to him. Mercury said, ‘ If you must 20, 
you must go. But remember, do not eat or drink anything she 
offers you. And never let this leaf slip from your person as lon g 
as you are within reach of her wand’. He gave Ulysses a leaf of a 
herb. ‘ If you touch nothing that she gives you to eat or drink, 
this leaf will protect you against the power of Circe’s magic 
wand ', he said, and vanished. 


The witch welcomed Ulysses with an enchanting smile. 
He needed all his strength to resist her charms. She looked so 
beautiful, sang so sweetly and spoke so kindly that he thought it 
might be better to enjoy the pleasure of her company for some 
time and pay the price that his men paid. But he did not yield to 
this thought. Every time she offered him food, he said he was not 
hungry. Whenever she placed a cup of drink before him, he said 
he was not thirsty. ‘ I shall eat and drink with my friends’, he 
said. ' Well, then, go and join them,” she replied, and raised her 
magic wand. At once Ulysses sprang back and drew his sword. 
' Bring back my friends to me, or I will send you to the under- 
world '” he said fiercely. She saw that her magic was not work- 
ing. She looked into Ulysses’s fearless eyes. She fell in love with 
the hero. ‘ You have won, Sir,’ she said, the gods are a ili 
side. * Fear no harm from me now. Your friends willbehereina 
minute’. She then went out; and returned, followed b hoo 
of pigs. She waved her magic wand over Bat 
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got up on their feet, as strong and sturdy sailors that they were. 
Circe than swore to be friends with them all forever. A messenger 
was sent to the ship to bring the other sailors to the house to join 
them. Circe invited them all to stay on the'island as long as they 
pleased. They spent a full year there as her guests. 


At the end of the year, the sailors began once again to 
think of home. Circe guessed what they, were thinking and said. 
‘ Your home is easier to dream of than to swim to, Your voyage 
will be full of dangers. Honestly speaking, I am not sure how 
many of you will be left alive by the end of it’. She then told 
Ulysses about all the perils that awaited him on these water ways. | 
She was not merely trying to frighten him. For she told him also 
how he might escape each of them. Then she sadly bade him 
good-bye. Ulysses and his men were on the sea once again, as 
refreshed and strong as any sailors could be; ‘but not for long. 


One morning the winds dropped altogether. The sea was 
- utterly still. Ulysses remembered Circe’s warning. He said to his 
-men., ‘ Ishall now stop your ears with wax. Then you must tie 

- my hand, foot and body, tight to the mast. You must not free me 
a until the winds strike up again, however hard I struggle’. He then 
_. Stopped their ears one by one. They tied him to the. mast. He had 
1 some of his men to ane It was. now their turn 


oleaded and struggled to be released. But his 
ooh him nor looked at him. They rowed slowly 
men neither winds struck up once again. Then only did 
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| course of action. ee | 
ag sailors had hardly finished congratulating themselves 
on their escape from the Sirens’ island when they heard the roar 
of a whirlpool ahead. This was where the monsters Charybdis and 
Scyila lived. They sat on opposite islands, on either side of a 
narrow passage. Scylla sat in her cave on the peak of acliff. She 
had six heads on long, snaky necks. When any ship passed by, 
che would suddenly shoot out her necks and seize six sailors off 
the deck, one in each of her mouths, and eat them. Charybdis’s 
cave faced Scylla’s but it was on a level with the sea. The monster 
did not ever put her head out of her cave. But three times a day 
she sucked the water in, swallowed all the living creatures in it, 
and then disgorged the water out. If any ship was caught in the 
whirlpool that her sucking and spurting created, it was shattered 
into a thousand pieces of wood. All the sailors would of course 
be swallowed by the monster. Ulysses decided to keep 
clear of Charybdis and sail on the Scylla side of the 
water. He thought he could save the six sailors from 
wi cote ose if he was watchful. But when she struck, 
that C} si en ful. Every one was looking at the fierce currents 
are ae-re mn PLIES on the othér side. Suddenly Ulysses — 
hd Silene ce ead. The screams came from six of his ~ 
as in Scylla’s mouths before they could even stat 
Kuwming. That was the saddest experience Ulysses had in 
's whole life, he later said. He perience Ulysses nae 7 
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stamp his feet on the deck while his companions screamed for 
help. When anyone has to choose between two dangerous courses 
of action because he has no third choice, he is often said to be 
* between Scylla and charybdis’. 


Scylla was once a beautiful girl. It was Circe’s curse that 
turned her into a fierce monster. 


Not far from the narrow strait of Scylla and Charybdis the 
voyagers saw, the most beautiful island they had ever seen. It was 
green, all covered with grass and adorned with well planted trees. 
The sailors shouted, ‘ land !’ Ulysses shouted back, ‘ This is 
where we must not land !’ That was the island where the sungod’s 

sacred bulls ed. If one of them was ‘ killed’, all the sailors 
would perish before they got to the next island. That was what 
Circe had told them. But then, the men argued, there was no 
harm in landing on the-island, so long as they left the bulls alone. 
And they were so tired after all the hard sailing past the Sirens and 
the monsters’ islands ! Ulysses, very reluctantly agreed to land, 
mainly because the winds were not favourable for sailing onward. 


The winds did not change for the better the next day or the 
day after. They did not change for a whole month. The sailors had 
eaten up all the food in the ship and stared living.on bird and 
fish. And all the time, the most splendid-looking white bulls 
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The left-over meat was moaning and the flayed hide of th 


: © bulls 
“began to move in the grass ! The bulls were eaten, ‘but no . 


t dead 

Ulysses scolded the sailors, that was all he could do, apar, 
from leaving the island at once. The ship had not gone far out On 
the sea when a lightning struck. It broke the mast and killed the 
pilot. Then a fierce storm burst. The sea seemed to boil over. The 
ship was shattered. The sailors drowned. 


Ulysses had no part whatsoever in the ‘killing’ of the sacreq 
bulls; nor did he eat their meat. When he was about to give up 
struggling and resign himself to drowning, he saw the broken 
mast of his ship floating by, he caught hold of it and hung on to it. 
The waves washed him to the shore of an island, where lived a 
nymph. The nymph nursed him to health. He spent several peaceful 
months on the island. } 


The nymph, whose name was Calypso, fell in love with 
Ulysses. Calypso did all she could to make him happy, but he 
could not forget the loss of all his men. When Calypso asked him 
what was on his mind, he said he longed to go home and see his 
wife and son, ‘ This is your home. now ’ Calypso said. ‘How can 
you sail all the way to Ithaca all alone ? And will your wife or son 
care to welcome you home after all these years ? He must have 
become king already !’ But Ulysses said he would not be happy 
anywhere except at home. Calypso then said, ‘ Your hon ne. and 
wife have no right on you'now. I nursed you back to life. You are 
mine. You cannot go’. She kept him almost a prisoner on her 
‘sand year after year, and he spent all his days sitting on. the 
Leach and staring out on the sea. At last Jupiter took pity or | 
and sent Hermes to Calypso with a command to help ( Ily ) 
sail home. Calypso had a boat made for hi m, led ae, 
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PeOvisions and saw him off. 


But the gods had not yet quite forgiven him. His ship was 
caught ina violent storm again and shattered. Once more he hung 
ion to a floating log. He had to pull off all his clothes to make 
Himself light enough to float., The log with its naked passenger 
‘was washed on to another.island. Luckily it was night, and 
darkness clothed him. He gathered all the leaves he could, piled 
them up to make a bed as well as a blanket, lay down, and went to 
sleep. 

; Questions 
Ulysses and his men saw the coast of Ithaca, but their ship did not sail 
_. into the harbour ; why ? 
2) Why did Circe’s magic fail to work on Ulysses ? 
3 


What dangers did Circe warn Ulysses of when she sent him off on his 


voyage home ? 
4... What do people mean when they call something a siran song ? And 
way do they call it so ? ne ee | 
5.. When is someone said to be between Charbdis and Scylla (or Scylla 
ee ‘ _and charybdis) ?. Why ? | : | 
6, How did Ulysses’s sailors help the Cyclops’s curse come true ? 
7 


8 Sear Why did Calypso refuse to let Ulysses leave for home ? 
8. What were the reasons for her refusal as she told Ulysses ? 
29, Wine wast Uhysgenenable G gh hom without Calypso’s conse 
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3, A TRAMP CLAIMS THE QUEEN 


Farly in the morning, Princess Nausicaa, daughter of th, 
Phaeacian King set out for the o _ her maids. She had to 
do a whole season’s washing. The river flowed gently by the 
seaside, Farther up, it ran fast and the wae coud Wash the 
clothes right out into the sea. So the maids-did the washing by the 
seaside. They put the clothes out on the grass to dry. To Pass the 
time while the garments were drying, the girls were playing a ball 
game. They threw the ball to one another. Whoever failed to 
catch the ball was ‘ out’ and had to run and pick the ball up from 
where -the princess threw it with all her force. At one of these 
throws the ball fell in the middle of the river and the girls screamed. 
Ulysses started up awake. Whatyyas that noise ? Where was he ? 
He looked round and saw the girls by the river. He felt sure they 
were harmless. He clothed himself as well as he could with the 
leaves on which he had lain down and walked out to meet the 
people. At his sight, the maids ran as far as they could, screaming 
the sky down. Nausicaa, stood where she was and faced him. 
“Who are you ? She demanded’, Why are you dressed in leaves ? 


Ulysses told her he was an unfortunate ship-wrecked sailor 
who had lost all his clothes at sea. He begged her for food and 
shelter. “But what you need first are clothes t? che replied. She 
advised him to bathe in the siver and wash Risigelf clean, “She 
gave him a set of her father’s clothes to Wear | and told him the 
way to the king’s palace. "The wists wena. 


he re an were very in ed to see 
him in the king’s clothes and were no lor ms proncnacy do 
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clothes | The king was even more surprised. Who would 
dare march into the palace in the king’s own stolen clothes ! 


hit. Food and drink were placed before him and he w 

to stay as long as long as he pleased. But he said he cou 

a minute longer than’he must, having been too long 

‘home. The Ph aeacians Were a sea-faring people. The 
too happy to fit out a boat and row him home, 
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To wish their guest “ bon voyage’, the king and the People 
organized a sports-meet. The young men exhibited al] thej; Skills - 
in athletics. Then they asked Ulysses to show them what he could 
do. He was unwilling. They became insulting. He lost his temper, 
picked up a quoit, and threw it, sending it flying twice as far as 
any of them had sent one. They were amazed, and begged his 
pardon asking him to show more of his skills. Then the story 
teller was called in to tell the story of the “Trojan horse’, which 
some sailors had told them. Everybody heard the story joyfully; 
Ulysses alone listened sadly, thinking of his lost comrades. The 
king asked him why he was sad. He had to tel] the gathering who 
he was. They heard the news in wonder, and heaped gifts in front 

.of him. The next morning they put him and his 


gifts on a ship and 
told the sailors to leave him home. | 


When the sailors saw the shores of Ithaca, it was early 
dawn. Ulysses was still fast asleep. They lifted his bed gently, 
Placed it on to the seashore, put all his gifts by, his'side, and left 
without waking him. They did not think it would be very wi 
let people of the island see strange men landing on th 

It was broad daylight when Ulysses woke up. ‘ 
are you sleeping here ?’ a voice asked, A 
Standing by his side, ‘ Where am I ? he 
and added, I come from Crete’, ~ 
smiled. ‘Tell me another joke!’ He retorted, 
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sail across the sea on beds.’ Ulysses thought the Phaeasians had 
left him on a strange island. He had not seen his homeland for 
twenty years after all. The shepherd seemed to guess his fears. 
‘You are home at last, Ulysses’, he said. ‘ You are in Ithaca. And 
[am a friend And before his eyes the shepherd changed into 
goddess Athene. 


Hoc Athene told Ulysses to disguise himself as a tramp and go 

‘to his old servant, Eumaios. He did so. Eumaios received the old 
tramp kindly. The tramp asked him how his mistress the 
queen was; Eumaios said, © The queen is in great distress. All the 
chieftains of the island have been gathering here every day for the 
last three years, asking her to choose and marry one of them. 
They say, the king, Ulysses my master, is dead. She has to feed 
them and entertain them every day. Prince Telemachus has gone 
in search of his father. The queen’s suitors are plotting to kill him 
when he comes back. And my master may be dead. He may 
never come back’. 


. But how did the queen keep the suitors waiting all those 

months ? ‘ She tells them she will marry one of them when she 
has finished weaving a robe. She weaves part of it every day and 
-unweaves part of it every night.. So it never finishes | But the 
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used to’. They had to shoot an arrow through twelve axe heaq 
placed on the ground | in a Tow. 


The bow passed from suitor to suitor. No one could eve 
bend it. Then the old tramp asked the prince for a turn. The suiton 
were utterly scandalized to hear a beggar asking for the queen’ 
hand. But the prince said all men were equal at a contest an 
handed the bow to him. He bent the bow, strung it as if he ha 
done it every day, fitted an arrow and shot m1 ight through the melt 
axe heads. 


The suitors stared at the tramp in wonder. But before the) 
could recover from their astonishment, he fitted another atrow i 
place and shot the chief suitor through his heart. And then, befor 
the others knew what to think, arrows went flying one after anothe 
and felled them all down to the ground. No one could escape 
Eumaios had bolted and ene’ the hall door to prevent them from | 
running away. | | 


Odysseus and Penelope ruled over Pe kingdom of Ithaci 
for many years. 


Now what happened to the T: rojans ? Did they all perish it 
the fire that the Greeks lighted to burn Troy ? Not all of them did 
One party, led by a prince called Aeneas, Left the shores of Tro) 
before the Greeks set sail. And who do you think guided them or 
their way ? Venus the goddes of love helped them. After a long - 
and dangerous voyage, they landed on the shores of Italy. They. 
legends say, were the ancestors of the Ancient Romane, who b puill 
the city of Rome, which is still the capital rea : 


Roman poet, Ve rk: 
; ’ rgil wits bei: 
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— Questions 


4. . What happened when Ulysses approached Nausicaa to ask for help ? 
9. What made Ulysses show the Phaeacians his sporting skills although 
he was unwilling to do so” 


3. Why did Ulysses tell his hosts who he was although he preferred to — 
«stay unknown ? 


4. How did Ulysses get home at last ? 
5. How did Penelope keep her suitors off until her husband was back 
7 home ? | 
How did Ulysses finally win Penelope back from his rivals ? 
_ Who greeted Ulysses first when he arrived home ? 
When did Ulysses find out who it was that had greeted him ? 
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9. Why was Ulysses left all alone on the seashore of Ithaca before 
sunrise ? . 


“10. Why did Ulysses go to an old servant but not to his queen for-shelter ? 
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We are yet to retrieve the remaining chapters. 
As soon as we find them, we will update this pdf document. 


If you find any of our old schoolbooks, please send it to sydakbarhussain@gmail.com 


